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who possessed the necessary qualifications. Only one,
however, was appointed, my own first cousin, Luke
Teeling. Within six months his appointment had caused
complications, for the War had broken out and he had
joined the British Army* The new Pope Benedict XV
felt that his troops must be neutral and Luke Teeling was
forced to resign from the Noble Guard* After that Pope
Benedict decided to stick to members of the Italian
families* King Alfonso's wish was, therefore, never
granted.
The Pope answered the King in a very friendly and
very laudatory manner. He stated that in reply to the
King's request for a larger representation in the College
of Cardinals, he longed to grant his desires; but in actual
fact he never did so.
The two speeches of Pope and King thoroughly
aroused the anti-clericals in Spain, and indeed the policy
of Vatican diplomacy in Spain during the next few years
seemed feeble to the last degree. Hardly an effort was
made when the Monarchy fell to get the clergy to support
it, and when later on it would have been wiser for the
clergy to keep quiet, the Vatican began too late to take up
a more active attitude.
The history of the troubles in Spain that culminated
first in the flight of the King, and then, after a series of
laws passed against the Spanish Church, in the exiling of
the Jesuits and one of the Spanish cardinals, hardly needs
repetition here; nor is this the place to go into a detailed
description of the pros and cons of the present horrible
fighting in Spain. Men's passions have been roused to
fever heat, and some people say that Churches were
burned and monks and nuns assassinated by a Communist